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   Next MCL Meeting – Thursday, January 19th - 7pm 

McKenzie’s BBQ – 1501 N. Frazier, Conroe – Your presence is important.           

Be there. 
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   Marines , FMF Corpsmen and Associates, 
 
 

December was a busy month for us. Toys for Tots was in full gear. Detachment members 

were busy manning key sights, checking boxes daily and weekly, toy pick ups, counting 

toys, and making deliveries to The Salvation Army. Toys were picked up and delivered 

by the required date and our Toys for Tots Train was returned to storage to wait until it's 

called into service for the next Christmas Holiday Season.    

  

Those who attended the Kiwanis Children’s Christmas Parade were greeted with a 

bright, sunny day and comfortable temperatures. Many thanks to Marine Bob and his 

wife, Associate Jeanine Warren, for decorating our float. It was uniquely adorned 

with new toys that were also given to the Salvation Army.    

  

More than 40 people attended our Detachment Birthday Party at Macaroni Grill. The 

food was excellent and the atmosphere was warm and friendly. The white elephant gift 

exchange went off fairly smooth. (Is Harry still looking for the one he misplaced?)  

  

Sadly, during the month of December one of our own (Marine Gene Osborne) was called 

home by our Supreme Commandant. Our sincere condolences to his surviving family 

members. 

  

The New Year is upon us. We have much to look forward to and to prepare for. 

Fairs and rodeos will be coming up soon as well as high school graduations. Again this 

year, our detachment plans to participate in college scholarship applications, reviews, 

and awards. Poolee Night will soon be here as well as our annual detachment elections. 

Be thinking about your involvement as an officer or as member with an appointed 

position.  

  

―Thank You‖ for your involvement with our Detachment in 2011. I am looking forward 

to seeing you at our January meeting. 

  

                                                                        Semper Fidelis  Bob Costanzo 

 

     Sick Bay 

 

Jay Jurkowski, Larry Rutledge, Jim Irby 



  Chaplainôs Corner 

 
 Happy New Year Marines. I am officially predicting it is going to be a good one. Did 

you know that man tends to be pessimistic more often than optomistic. Wonder why that 

is? It takes twice as many facial muscles to frown as it does to smile. Let’s do away with 

frowning and being pessimistic. Let’s concentrate on being happy as things just go better 

that way.  

Wisdom comes to a person who lives according to the true eternal laws of nature. The 

prayer of St. Francis contains a powerful message, and that is the way everyone should 

face the new  year. "Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; Where there is hatred, 

let me sow love; Where there is injury, pardon; Where there is doubt, faith; Where there 

is despair, hope; Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; To be 

understood, as to understand; To be loved, as to love; For it is in giving that we receive; It 

is in pardoning that we are pardoned; And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.‖  

And so Marines, may this New Year bring Health, Peace, and Joy.                                      

                                                                             Scott Jones, Chaplain 

 

   TAPS 
 

Eastex Detachment Charter Member Harry Eugene (Gene) Osborne recently 

passed away and a memorial service was held on December 23
rd
. Gene was a 

veteran of the Korean War. Our deepest condolences to Marlene and the 

family.  

  
The Toys For Tots campaign for 2011 has closed. This year we serviced seven counties – 

Montgomery, Walker, San Jacinto, Trinity, Polk, Grimes, and Liberty. 

Marines collected 9,416 toys, 46 books, and 51 stuffed animals. 1,928 toys and 28 stuffed 

animals were purchased with donated funds. The Toys For Tots Foundation sent us 576 

toys and approximately 100 books, while other organizations sent us 1,080 toys. 

33,215 toys were distributed to 11,071 needy children in the seven county area. 

Thanks to the 38 Eastex Detachment members who participated.  



    Special request – Volunteers needed 
 

We have a request for 15 members to help with the Piney Woods 10 mile/ 5k Run in New 

Caney on Saturday, January 28
th
. A sizeable sum will be donated to Toys For Tots if we 

help. The task is to man 3 water stations where we will hand out drinks to the runners. 

After the run, we will  need to clean up the used cups. Plan on being at the park around 

7:30AM. Uniform is red shirt and detachment cover. 

At this point, 9 more volunteers are needed. 

Directions: Proceed southeast from Conroe on FM 3083 which becomes FM1485 a few 

miles southeast of Conroe. Stay on FM 1485 , cross HWY 59 (Eastex Freeway). Turn 

right on FM494 (old HWY 59) and proceed southbound a short distance. Turn left 

(eastbound) on FM 1485.  

After passing Baptist Encampment Road, the entrance is next to the ―Peach Creek 

Grocery Store‖. It will take approximately 1:15 to get to the race site from Conroe.  

If you need help, please contact Bill Collins’ cellphone at 936-499-6877. 

                                                                 Bil l Collins - Adjutant 

       Membership News 

   
The following memberships will expire at the end of January 2012: James Andrews 

and Christopher Pitts. 

 

The following memberships will expire at the end of February 2012: Douglas Droge, 

Kenny Smith, and Jeannine Warren. 

 

  Please make sure that you get your dues ($30.00) for the year to Paymaster Skip Ochoa 

prior to the expiration date.  You can pay him at the regularly scheduled meeting or mail 

it to the Eastex Detachment, PO Box 523, Conroe, Texas 77305.   

  One thing to think about is a lifetime membership.  If you have reached you 61
st
 

birthday, you can purchase your lifetime membership for only $150.00. Please don’t let 

your membership expire.  You are an important element of the Eastex Detachment of the 

Marine Corps League. 

                                                          Semper Fi, Rick Rose - Junior Vice Commandant 



 

  U.S.-North Korea Conclude POW/MIA Talks  
The Department of Defense announced today that 
the United States and Democratic Peopleôs Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) officials reached an arrangement to resume recovering 
the remains of American servicemen missing from the Korean 
War. 
The three-day talks held in Bangkok were led by Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel 
Affairs Robert J. Newberry. His negotiating team included 
representatives from across the Department of Defense, the 
Department of State, the U.S. Pacific Command and the United 
Nations Command-Korea. 
The arrangement calls for U.S. teams to work in two areas 
in North KoreaðUnsan County, about 60 miles north of 
Pyongyang, and near the Chosin/Jangjin Reservoirðwhere 
more than 2,000 soldiers and Marines are believed to be 
missing. The arrangement includes details on logistics and 
matters that will ensure the effectiveness and safety of remains 
recovery teams operating in the DPRK. Accounting for 
Americans missing in action is a stand-alone humanitarian 
matter, not tied to any other issue between the two countries. 
The operations in North Korea are expected to begin next 
year and will mark the first since 2005, when the U.S. halted 
missions due to increased tensions on the Korean Peninsula. 
Prior to that time, U.S. specialists from the Joint POW/MIA 
Accounting Command conducted operations in that country for 
10 years, recovering remains believed to be more than 225 
servicemen since 1996. 
Of the approximately 83,000 Americans missing from all 
conflicts, more than 7,900 are from the Korean War with 5,500 
of those believed to be missing in the DPRK. 
For additional information on the Defense Departmentôs 
mission to account for missing Americans, visit the DPMO web 
site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo or call (703) 699-1420. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Marines to cut troops, not weapons, to meet 2013 

budget cuts 

The Marine Corps plans to shed troops, not weapons programs, next year in 

order to meet the budget cuts mandated by the August debt-ceiling deal, a 

senior service official said Wednesday.  

The debt-reduction law ordered $350 billion in national defense cuts over a 

decade. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said the 2013 budget plan will 

propose cutting $260 billion of that in the next five years. 

Secretary Panetta and other senior military officials have said the Defense 

Department can absorb the 10-year budget hit without jeopardizing national 

security, but some congressional defense hawks and analysts have 

questioned whether weapon programs would fall victim to the cuts.  

For now, the Marine Corps is making sure that its hardware programs are off 

the chopping block.  

―In terms or procurement, we have protected that,‖ Assistant Marine Corps 

Commandant Gen. Joseph Dunford said Wednesday. 

The Marines will achieve their portion of the cuts, in part, by shrinking from 

202,000 troops to 186,800. Officials also have ―reduced capacity‖ 

elsewhere, Dunford said. 

Those moves have allowed the service to keep its ―modernization profile‖ 

intact in the 2013 defense budget plan that will go to Congress in February. 

But that spending plan will not feature all the bells and whistles Marine 

leaders might desire. 

It will ―not necessarily be those things we want,‖ Dunford said. But it will 

give the Marines what they think ―we will need‖ over the next five years, he 

said. 



That means the service has found a way to keep on track its plans for high-

profile programs like the V-22 tiltrotor aircraft, its variant of the F-35 

fighter, a new amphibious personnel craft and several ground combat 

trucks.  

And that is good news for companies like Lockheed Martin, which makes 

the F-35, and the team of Bell Helicopter and Boeing, which manufactures 

the V-22. 

David Berteau of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

said recently during a forum in Washington that hardware programs will 

take a hit. 

Gordon Adams of the Stimson Center said procurement accounts ―always 

carry a heavy burden‖ when there is a decrease in military budgets. 

But Adams said the military’s most prized programs likely would only see 

modest changes — not termination. That means buying fewer models, as 

well as stretching out development and purchasing schedules.  

Smaller programs make up about 60 percent of the Pentagon’s procurement 

budget, and ―that’s the place to look,‖ Adams said. 

That’s largely because things like tanks, ammunition and front-end loaders 

have no constituencies in Congress, Adams said. 

But all of this holds, according to Pentagon officials and analysts, only if 

$600 billion in additional national defense cuts triggered by the failure of the 

supercommittee are avoided. Many lawmakers, including the House GOP 

leadership, are pushing for those cuts to be changed.  

The Pentagon has not drawn up any plans for how those deeper cuts would 

alter its budget, something former officials say is a mistake. 

Dunford said if the Pentagon is forced to cut nearly $1 trillion over 10 years, 

it would require ―difficult decisions‖ for the Marines, such as whether to 

shed more personnel and consider which programs might get killed. Many of 

us don’t think we’ve hit the bottom yet in terms of budget cuts,‖ one former 

Pentagon official said Wednesday. 

 



.  

―No Mom, we are not having severe budget cuts!‖ 

 
 

ñNot as mean, but just as leané.. Not as lean, but é. I forgot the resté.ò 


